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Editorial 
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We are pleased to serve as co-Editors for this special issue of Thrombosis Research on late 

consequences of venous thromboembolism. To date, much of the research on mechanisms, risk factors 

and management of venous thromboembolism has focused on acute aspects of this condition. In 

comparison, longterm outcomes after venous thromboembolism have received far less attention, which 

represents an important knowledge gap, given that the potential for such outcomes to affect our patients 

over their lifespan. 

The overall objective of this special issue is to use an evidence-based approach to describe the 

epidemiology, risk factors, diagnosis, measurement, prevention and treatment of various late 

consequences of venous thromboembolism. We have selected 11 important topics to be reviewed by a 

notable group of international authors. Dr. Jean-Philippe Galanaud from Canada and colleagues provide 

an update on the epidemiology of the post-thrombotic syndrome, including contemporary data on 

incidence, time course and risk factors. Dr. Hilde Wik from Norway and colleagues compare and 

contrasts available diagnostic scales for the post-thrombotic syndrome. Dr. Anat Rabinovich and Dr. Oleg 

Pikovsky from Israel address the latest information on prevention and treatment of the post-thrombotic 

syndrome. Dr. Suresh Vedantham from the USA addresses the use of catheter-directed thrombolysis as a 

means to avoid late consequences of acute deep vein thrombosis.  Dr. Neil Goldenberg and Dr. Marisol 

Betensky from the USA review various aspects of the difficult condition of post-thrombotic syndrome in 

children, including definition, diagnosis, risk factors and management. Dr. Irene Lang and Dr. Smriti 

Sharma of Austria provide  an overview of current understating of the pathophysiology of chronic 

thromboembolic pulmonary hypertension, a relatively infrequent, under recognized and potentially life 

threatening complication of pulmonary embolism. Dr. Peter Fedullo of the USA and colleagues provide 

an overview of current understanding of the epidemiology and risk factors for chronic thromboembolic 

pulmonary hypertension, followed by a review by Drs. Raffaele Pesavento and Paolo Prandoni of Italy of 

the latest information on prevention and treatment of chronic thromboembolic pulmonary hypertension. 

Dr. Sista of the USA and Dr. Klok of the Netherlands review longterm functional and quality of life 
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consequences of pulmonary embolism, providing insight into the recently coined term the ‘post-PE 

syndrome’ and identifying areas for further research. Dr. Stefano Barco and Dr. Stavros Konstantinides of 

Germany provide an overview of prediction and prevention of late consequences during hospitalization 

for acute pulmonary embolism, including a review of thrombolysis for acute pulmonary embolism, and 

highlight a number of ongoing translational studies and clinical trials in this area. The final contribution, 

by Dr. Ghanima of Norway and colleagues, is a review of how to measure quality of life after deep 

venous thrombosis and pulmonary embolism and the lessons learned from results of studies that have 

assessed quality of life in these patients. 

We hope that you will find these papers to be educational, thought-provoking and clinically 

useful. Further, we hope and anticipate that this group of papers will help stimulate additional 

translational, mechanistic and clinical research in the area of late consequences of venous 

thromboembolism. This compilation of articles should also stimulate clinicians to follow up their patients 

in the long term after an acute episode of venous thromboembolism since the natural history of the 

disease may not be over.  


