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Background: For many years, low molecular weight heparins (LMWHs) were recommended by international
guidelines for at least 3 to 6 months in patients with cancer associated thromboembolism (CAT). Following
clinical trials assessing direct oral anticoagulants (DOACs), DOACs have been proposed as alternative to low-
molecular-weight heparins (LMWHs) by many guidelines. In clinical practice, specialists in charge of CAT
management, have to decide which anticoagulant to prescribe.

Aims: To describe the therapeutic management proposed for patients diagnosed with CAT according to
medical specialties in France.

Methods: An electronic survey tool including vignettes and questions about management of patients with
CAT was sent to members of the Société Française de Médecine Vasculaire (SFMV), Association Francophone
pour les Soins Oncologiques de Support (AFSOS) and INNOVTE network.  

Results: Among the 414 specialists who answered the survey, 376 were in charge of patients with CAT : 40
cancer-related specialists (10.6%) and 336 vascular-related specialists (89.4%).LMWHs were indicated as the
first choice by most of the specialists for the initial treatment of symptomatic CAT. The prescription of
DOACs within the first 3 weeks of CAT diagnosis was highly dependent of cancer’s site : 5.9%, 18.6% and
24.5% in patients with locally advanced colo-rectal, lung and breast cancer respectively; 76.9% chose the
same therapeutic option regardless of primary tumor’s site. The determinants for the choice of treatment
were mostly related to cancer (site and stage or evolution) and to anticancer treatments (Table). For 61% of
physicians, some anticancer treatments were contra-indications to DOACs, mainly due to hemorrhagic risk.
However, almost 90% of physicians consider switching to DOAC after a median 3-months of LMWHs therapy.

1 2 3 4 4 5 6 7 8

1 2

3

4

5

6

7

8

https://abstracts.isth.org/meetings/isth-2021-congress/?alpha=
https://abstracts.isth.org/topics/venous-thromboembolism-2021
https://abstracts.isth.org/topics/cancer-associated-thrombosis-2021/


Determinants of the decision for initial anticoagulant treatment of CAT according to the medical specialty

Conclusions: LMWHs and DOACs are now considered by specialists of CAT, both in vascular and oncologic
diseases, depending of the site of cancer. The role of anticancer treatments in the decision remains to be
further investigated.

To cite this abstract in AMA style:

Mahé I, Chapelle C, Laporte S, Bertoletti L, Mismetti P, Meyer G, Mayeur D, Mahé G, Couturaud F.
Management of Cancer Associated Thrombosis in France: A National Survey in Vascular Disease and
Supportive Care Specialists [abstract]. Res Pract Thromb Haemost. 2021; 5 (Suppl 1).
https://abstracts.isth.org/abstract/management-of-cancer-associated-thrombosis-in-france-a-national-
survey-in-vascular-disease-and-supportive-care-specialists/. Accessed July 13, 2021.

ISTH Congress Abstracts - https://abstracts.isth.org/abstract/management-of-cancer-associated-
thrombosis-in-france-a-national-survey-in-vascular-disease-and-supportive-care-specialists/

https://abstracts.isth.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/462_results_1.jpg

